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by Darrell Greer– January 25, 2019 – Nunavut News




Agnico Eagle Mines employees check out the fabulous items for sale during Ivalu’s visit to the Meliadine gold mine site near Rankin Inlet on Dec. 23, 2018. Photo courtesy Ivalu




The Nunavut Development Corp. (DevCorps) outlets of Ivalu Ltd. in Rankin Inlet and Jessie Oonark Centre in Baker Lake completed their second year of bringing their wares to the masses by spending afternoons at the Meliadine gold mine site near Rankin and the Meadowbank gold mine near Baker.




DevCorps manager of finance and administration Bernadette Tutanuak said Ivalu took a large number of items from its retail location in Rankin, including products purchased from the south but promoting Nunavut such as flags, shooters (shot glasses), mugs, licence plates and jewelry made by sister company Uqqurmiut Centre for Arts and Crafts in Pangnirtung.
She said crafts taken included sealskin and beaver mitts, slippers from Taluq Designs in Taloyoak and carvings.




“The most popular items during both our trips to Meliadine were the shooters displaying the Nunavut flag,” said Tutanuak.




“The guys at the mine love their shooters,” she laughed, “but, at the same time, they bought pretty much anything with the Nunavut flag or colours on it.




“While most of what the non-Inuit workers bought were the lower end of our products, it’s no different than when we go down south and buy P.E.I. souvenirs or whatever.




“Some of them did purchase the sealskin and beaver mitts, as well as the Taluq Designs slippers. We’ve averaged about $7,000 in sales each trip, which is about four hours of actual sale time. ”




DevCorps business adviser for cultural industry Goretti Kakuktinniq said Ivalu has found its soapstone carvings, various pieces of jewelry and hats made in Pangnirtung to also be quite popular on the trips.




She said each of the DevCorps subsidiary companies had an item popular with the Meliadine workers.




“Agnico Eagle Mines (AEM) actually initiated this by contacting us to go up to Meliadine ahead of Christmas – we made two trips on Dec. 5 and 19 – to sell our products,” said Kakuktinniq.




“They also support us by buying whole collections of art for their higher-end executives, and we always see their southern employees at Ivalu a lot when they visit Rankin Inlet.




“AEM is very accommodating when we make our trips to the mine and it’s been very good to work with since day one.




“We need to get up to Meliadine more often, not just at Christmas, so hopefully we can work that out in the near future.”




David Ford of the Jessie Oonark Centre in Baker Lake said AEM treats them very well during their visit to Meadowbank, including making lots of food available through its cafeteria.




He said the staff are very nice and helpful, assigning people to look after them and take care of any needs they may have.




“We invite artists in the community to come on the trips with us and we had about half a dozen craftspeople come along to sell their sewing, drawings and prints on each of our two trips this past month,” said Ford.




“We do between $4,000 to $5,000 in sales each time we go and the artists also seem to do quite well.”




Ford said the centre does well with traditional-type clothing such as mitts at Meadowbank.




He said they decided to bring actual furs along during their two trips this year and they sold quite well.




“Most of our sales are to other Inuit from different communities who don’t have access to stores in their community that sell the types of products we do,” said Ford.




“We do a lot of community crafts such as the Pangnirtung-style hats and scarves, fur mitts and items of that nature.




“Basically, we bring up everything we have in our store but mostly what we sell are items made in our community.”




Ford said the Jessie Oonark Centre has also talked with AEM about visiting Meadowbank on a more regular basis, perhaps a few times a year instead of just at Christmas.




He said people at the mine are always asking for more visits, but time seems to pass too quickly on them and they still haven’t been able to arrange the extra visits.




“Lots of times, as well, when people are travelling between the community and Meadowbank, they come into the store with orders to bring back to people at the mine.




“There’s definitely room for the extra visits and, if we can both find the time to accommodate them, we’d love to do them for sure.”




Ford said the money made at Meadowbank represents a pretty good day’s worth of sales.




He said although they’re only there for four hours in the afternoon, the long haul out and back takes the entire day for one trip.




“I’m not sure what the sales we make at Meadowbank represent as a percentage of our sales, but it’s more than double or triple our sales on a regular day.




“The local craftspeople we take really appreciate the opportunity, as well. They can go in and put their own price on their wares and, from what I see, the artists who make the trip to Meadowbank with us do quite well.

                
            
Sandra Nuviyak and Brenda Tagalik keep Ivalu well stocked and looking good. Although the store is small in size, Ivalu regularly carries one of the largest and most diverse assortments of Inuit and northern-themed goods anywhere. Well known for its selection of Nunavut-made jewellery, sculpture and sewn goods, the company strives to carry product from all corners of Nunavut and beyond. Ivalu also supplies other Nunavut and northern retailers looking to enhance their profitable Arctic product lines. Ivalu believes in winning at home: “taking care of our local market is essential, do that well and many other elements of the business will fall into place.” From Rankin Inlet to Sanikiluaq and Cape Dorset to Kugluktuk – Ivalu has something for everyone.

                
            
David Ford is the general manager of the Jessie Oonark Centre in Baker Lake, a gem of the Kivalliq community that has been showcasing and promoting art from Baker Lake and other Nunavut communities for many years. Baker Lake’s contribution to Inuit art is diverse, from iconic wall-hangings and sewn goods, to its vibrant Sanivik prints and the unique Inuit sculpture so recognized throughout the art world. David is a long-time resident of Baker Lake, his family roots are deep and he has been directly involved in the promotion of Inuit Art for decades. The centre’s gift shop is second to no other in the north with its colourful array of Baker Lake art along with an exquisite selection of pieces from across the territory. This past fall JOL hosted the Glenbow Museum for a community exhibition featuring stunning photographs of Inuit at Fullerton Harbour at the turn of the last century, by the renowned photographer Geraldine Moodie. JOL also recently hosted the Winnipeg Art Gallery for a series of workshops and training sessions for aspiring local participants. JOL is a hive of activity and a hub of the community; a must see for any visitor to Baker Lake.

                
            
Scott Saddler is the general manager at Kivalliq Arctic Foods. Scott is a long-time Nunavut resident with an extensive background in food production and meat processing. KAF produces a wide assortment of caribou, muskox and Arctic char products for customers across Nunavut. Addressing demand keeps this plant busy because whether a household in Pond Inlet, a school in Arctic Bay or a commercial establishment in Rankin Inlet, KAF strives to meet the country food needs of Nunavummiut.




Scott and his team work with Inuit hunters and fishermen from across the Kivalliq, and occasionally other Nunavut regions, to stock the country food needed to meet the growing demand. KAF also works closely with the communities of Chesterfield Inlet and Whale Cove, both of which operate fish and maktaaq processing facilities in the summer months, to supply products for redistribution across Nunavut. Of course, KAF is acutely aware of the delicate balance between commercial harvesting and the sustainability of Nunavut’s wildlife. And KAF works alongside food safety specialists and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency on its fish processing, as food safety is critical to KAF.




Scott’s latest creation is a muskox sausage that is proving popular with households and commercial establishments. The sausages come in a variety of flavours and are a must-try Nunavut speciality.

                
            
In November 2018 Taluq Designs, under the leadership of General Manager Mona Igutsaq, initiated an eight-week sewing workshop for ladies in Taloyoak.




With support from the Department of Economic Development and Transportation in Kugluktuk, the Kitikmeot Inuit Association in Cambridge Bay and the Nunavut Development Corporation in Rankin Inlet, the workshop participants were taught how to sew many of the core items Taluq Designs produces, such as slippers, mitts, tea cozies and, of course, the famous red amauti packing polar bear familiar to all Inuit craft lovers. 




Long-time Taloyoak sewer Maudie Ikitliq led the workshop attended by local seamstresses. Mona notes that it is often difficult to find local people to help sew for Taluq, and that it’s not like it used to be with everyone being so busy these days. Mona is hopeful that the workshop will open up a new generation of community sewers to both help support Taluq’s production requirements but also generate additional income earning opportunities for the participants.

                
            
In 2018 Uqqurmiut Arts and Crafts, under the leadership of General Manager Elena Akpalialuk, released its first print collection in a number of years. The collection was showcased locally in Pangnirtung in the spring and then in Iqaluit during the Nunavut Arts and Crafts Association’s annual summer festival. Following that, the collection was released in Toronto at an event hosted by the Nunavut Development Corporation’s sales team.




Internationally acclaimed printmaker Andrew Qappik oversaw the production of the collection. The completion of this project is a great success in Pangnirtung, a printmaking community for more than 50 years. Many of the historical prints in the UAC archives reflect the evolution of both the community and the eastern Arctic over this period.




This project would not have been possible without the territorial Department of Economic Development and Transportation and their helpful staff in both Pangnirtung and Iqaluit, the Nunavut Development Corporation and the Nunavut Arts and Crafts Association.




Prints can be seen online at www.galleryindigena.com and are available for sale in Nunavut by contacting the Uqqurmiut Centre for Arts and Crafts directly. Out-of-territory sales are coordinated through southern partner galleries.




Congratulations Uqqurmiut Arts and Crafts!

                
            
RANKIN INLET — Noah Tiktak has these brown, smiling eyes. They light up when he talks about the generations of his family — his father, his daughters — who have told the story of the Inuit using their voice, their hands, their paint.








“Art is in my blood,” he says. “It’s who I am.”




Tiktak, now 55, is seated in a small shack just outside his home in Rankin Inlet, where he comes to create his jewelry and dancing drums. It’s late September, and the weather is starting to turn in the Arctic community, on the northwest shore of Hudson’s Bay.




In that shack, Tiktak tells of two experiences that synthesize the brutally beautiful existence of an Inuit people steeped in mysticism, mistreatment and, ultimately, an innate desire to tell their own stories.




To read the rest of this story please visit: https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/cover-north-stars-inside-northern-exposure-405492856.html.

                
            
At first glance, the Arctic can make you feel vulnerable.




It’s vast. The communities give new meaning to the definition of isolated. Everyone else seems to belong except you — at least, if you’re an outsider.




And then you find out there’s a Kentucky Fried Chicken and Pizza Hut outlet at the Northern Store, and the world seems just a little smaller.




At least, those are the first impressions from a weeklong journey to the Nunavut communities of Baker Lake and Rankin Inlet, the former the only inland hamlet in all of the Arctic and the latter a larger regional town on the western shore of Hudson Bay.




In late September, I joined photographer John Woods for the trip to interview Inuit artists for two long features revolving around the Winnipeg Art Gallery’s plans to build an Inuit Art Centre in Winnipeg. [Read the two-part series: Inuit HeArt]




But since it’s estimated that about only one per cent of Canadians ever set foot in the Arctic, we decided to offer at least a small glimpse of what life is like north of the 60th parallel. And, more important, through Woods’ camera lens.




To read the rest of the article please visit: http://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/barren-beauty-409913585.html

                
            





Kiluk Ltd in Arviat, Nunavut produces fine fur and leather clothing making extensive use of traditional materials, including northern leather and sealskin furs. Talented Inuit seamstresses design and sew jackets, mitts, vests, wall hangings, purses and accessories. General Manager Sherlyn Kadjuk describes how a lot of their product is sold through the Ivalu.ca website to people across Nunavut and Canada. Access to QINIQ broadband services is essential to their business success.




This article originally appeared at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Yud9-VSZp4

                
            





Kivalliq Arctic Foods purchases fish, caribou and muskox from hunters and fishers across Nunavut. The 15 employees carefully process and package the popular country food in its federally approved facility in Rankin Inlet, Nunavut. General Manager Todd Johnson describes how people order the nutritious country food through Facebook. Their priority market are consumers in Nunavut in both large and small communities. QINIQ broadband serves all 25 Nunavut communities equally — supporting both business and consumers no matter where they live.








This article originally appeared at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fez3ycJwoIk


    
        
            	
					Nunavut Development Corporation

            P.O. Box 249
Rankin Inlet, Nunavut
X0C 0G0
1-866-645-3170 or
1-867-645-3170


		
	

         
            
        

        
        	
			Privacy Statement
	Code of Conduct



	

         
            
        

        
        	
					













		
	

                

    




			
        
        
			         
			
			         
  
    
      
    
  

  
      
      MENU    
      


			 
			
				
				
					
Home
	
Investment
	NDC Investment
	Subsidiaries
		Ivalu
	Jessie Oonark
	Kiluk
	Kitikmeot Foods
	Kivalliq Arctic Foods
	Papiruq Fisheries
	Taluq Designs
	Uqqurmiut Arts & Crafts



	Minority Investments



	Sales and
 Marketing
	
About Us
	Mission and Vision



	NDC
News
	About Us
	Annual Reports
	Board of Directors
	Opportunities
	Our Staff



	RFP Opportunity


				
				

			

			    
	 
